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New Commuter Rail Station O pens in Dor chester 


The Massachusetts Bay T ransportation 


Authority began providing service at the 


new JFK/UM ass commuter rail station in 
the Dorchester section of Boston on 


made to both the Braintree and A sh- 
mont branches of the Red Line, two 

M BTA bus routes, and two local shuttle 
buses. The commuter rail stop at 





April 30. The new sta- 
tion, which is adjacent 
to the existing 

JFK/U Mass Red Line 
rapid transit station, 
was requested by 
Dorchester community 
activists to improve 
public transportation 





businesses and institu- 
tions. The John F. 
Kennedy Library, the 
University of M assachu- 
setts, and the Bayside 
Exposition Center are 
all within a half-mile of the new station. 


The station serves both the Plymouth/ 
Kingston and M iddleborough/Lakeville 
commuter rail lines. Connections can be 





Opening day at the new JFK/U Mass 
commuter rail station 


JFK/U Mass is the only 
onein the eight-mile 
stretch between 
South Station and 
Quincy. 

On weekdays, service 
| at the station consists 
: Hl of seven morning 

‘| trainsin the inbound 
direction and eight 
afternoon and 
evening trainsin the 
outbound direction. 
On weekends, all 
service on both com- 
muter rail lines stops 
at JFK/U M ass Station. For schedule 
information on this or other MBTA serv- 
ices, call (617) 222-3200 or visit 
www.mbta.com. 


American Airlines Takeover of TWA Becomes 0 fficial 


On April 6 the U.S. Department of 
Transportation granted the transfer of 
operating authority for the domestic and 
foreign routes of T rans W orld Airlines to 
American Airlines. The USDOT deci- 


sion brought to an end months of negoti- 


ations and procedures that ensued after 
American announced its bid to purchase 
the bankrupt TWA. The takeover was 
not complete, however, until A merican 
reached a tentative labor agreement on 
April 9 with the A llied Pilots A ssocia- 
tion, which represents 11,000 A merican 
Airlines pilots. 


American plansto run TWA initially as 


a separate line. A merican A irlines fre- 
quent flyer miles are now accepted on 
TWA flights, although TWA miles will 
not be accepted on A merican flights 
until after the merger of the two frequent 
flyer programs receives court approval. 


The takeover makes A merican Airlines 
the largest air carrier in the world. 
Although TWA was not a major carrier 
out of Boston’s Logan A irport, the 
takeover does solidify A merican’s posi- 
tion as Logan’s second-ranked domestic 
carrier and fifth-ranked international car- 
rier in terms of flight activity. 


MPO Candidates Night 
Election to Be Held in May 


The Metropolitan A rea Planning C oun- 
cil (MAPC) and the MBTA Advisory 
Board are sponsoring a “Candidates 
Night” to allow those interested to meet 
with the four nominees for membership 
in the Boston M etropolitan Planning 
Organization. The event will take place 
on M ay 14 at 7:00 p.m. in the Cannon 
Lecture H all of Waltham High School 
(see the meeting calendar on page 4 for 
address information). 


Three positions are up for election this 
year, one city and two town positions 
(see the A pril 2001 TRAN SREPORT, 
page one, for details of the process). The 
nominees for the city slot are David 

M adden, mayor of W eymouth, and Peter 
Torigian, mayor of Peabody. The two 
town nominees are Gordon Feltman, 
chairman of the board of selectmen for 
the town of Bedford, and Charles Sisit- 
sky, chairman of the board of selectmen 
for the town of Framingham. T he elec- 
tion will take place on W ednesday, M ay 
23, at 4:00 p.m. at the MAPC annual 
meeting, which will be held at the H oli- 
day Inn in Marlborough. 
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BosTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 






SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS 


AtitsA pril 19 meeting, the Boston M PO's Sub-Signatory 
Committee (SSC) approved an adjustment to the fiscal year 
A 2001-06 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and 
three work programs to be conducted by the Central Transportation Planning Staff 
(CTPS). 

TIP Adjustment 

The approved TIP adjustment allows the MBTA to substitute a low-sulfur fuel pro- 
gram for a previously approved bio-diesel fuel program. A contract for the low-sulfur 
program, which utilizes $828,000 in fiscal year 2001 Congestion M itigation/A ir 
Quality funds, is expected to awarded this summer. 


Work Programs 

* 1997-99 T op Thousand High-C rash Intersections List - Thisis the fourth in a 
series of work scopesin which CT PS has assisted M assH ighway in the processing 
of Registry of M otor Vehicle accident files to produce a list of the state's top 1,000 
crash locations that can be used for safety analysis. This latest effort, which will 
take advantage of refinements in the street nomenclature used in the geographic 
information system (GIS) databases and the most recent improvements to 
M assH ighway’s Road Inventory File, will cost approximately $115,000 and take 
about 14 months to complete. 


Travel Forecasts and Roadway Systems A nalysis to Support Design A Iternatives 
for the Route I-93/l-95 Roadway Interchange in W oburn and Reading - In this 
work effort, CT PS will provide the consultant engaged by M assH ighway to con- 
duct a study of possible alternatives to the existing |-93/I-95 interchange ramp sys- 
tem with traffic forecasts for and roadway system evaluations of build alternatives 
and the no-build alternative. T he purpose of the study is to explore ways to allevi- 
ate the congestion that occurs at the interchange and in the surrounding area. 
The CTPS component of the study will cost an estimated $121,500 and is 
expected to be completed in a year. 


2001 MBTA Fare-Mix Study - The objective of this study is to produce for the 
MBTA a reliable estimate of ridership through analysis of revenue information. 
Average passenger fares by mode will be determined, and the proportions of pas- 
sengers using each fare category will be estimated through the application of a 
sampling program. T he estimated cost of the project, which will require 44.5 
weeks of staff time, is $62,700. 


JRTC U ppaATE 


At the A pril Joint Regional Transportation Committee meeting, Allison Simmons 
of the A rtery Business Committee and Donna Smallwood of CARAVAN for Com- 
muters gave a presentation on what makes a successful transportation management 
association (TMA). Asa follow-up to the presentation, the JRTC will explore ways 
to incorporate TMA sin the Regional Transportation Plan and to enhance the role 
of local government in promoting their growth. At the M ay meeting, MBTA Plan- 
ning director Dennis DiZoglio is scheduled to give a presentation on the MBTA's 
Program for M ass T ransportation. 


AACT U PDATE 


The Access A dvisory Committee to the MBTA held its annual election of officers 
at its A pril meeting. Philip Beaulieu was elected as the new chairman and Jeff Grant 
will take over from Mr. Beaulieu as vice chairman. The newly elected 2001 execu- 
tive board is composed of Elizabeth Dillard, Robert H achey, and Lillian Haynes. 


Following the election, MBTA staff and committee members thanked outgoing 
chairman Ben H aynes for his tireless efforts of the past nine years. Dan M acinnis, 
president of V eterans Transportation Services, aRIDE service provider, acknowl- 
edged Mr. Haynes's contribution with a donation to the M assachusetts Senior 
Action Council. 


MBTA Begins Accessibility 
Work at Five Green Line 
E Branch Stations 


The Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation 
A uthority has begun 
making five stations 
on the Green Line’s 
E branch accessible 
to people with dis- 
abilities. This work, which began on 
April 2, isthe first phase of a $14.9 mil- 
lion improvement project for H untington 
Avenue being undertaken jointly by the 
MBTA, MassHighway, and the city of 
Boston. 


The five stations being made accessible 
are N ortheastern, M useum of Fine A rts, 
Longwood M edical A rea, Brigham Cir- 
cle, and Heath Street. Ramps like those 
already in use on the B and C lines will 
be installed, and the platforms of the five 
stations will be raised to accommodate 
the new low-floor Green Line cars, 

which have yet to be entered into regular 
revenue service. 


Service on the E Line will not be dis- 
rupted during the construction, although 
automobile travel lanes and parking lanes 
on Huntington A venue will be affected. 
Travel lanes on each side of the MBTA 
right-of-way will become part of the con- 
struction site. In order to maintain 
capacity for automobiles, metered park- 
ing spaces are being removed from H unt- 
ington A venue between O pera Place and 
Brigham Circle. T hose spaces have been 
relocated to nearby Evans W ay and 
Parker Street. Only the spaces between 
Longwood M edical A rea Station and 
Brigham Circle will be returned after 
construction. 


The Huntington A venue improvement 
project’s other components, to be imple- 
mented after the M BT A’s work on sta- 
tions is completed, include roadway 
resurfacing, sidewalk reconstruction, 
installation of new street lights, and 
landscape work. T hese improvements 
will occur on the stretch of Huntington 
Avenue between Brigham Circle and 

M assachusetts A venue. T he project is 
scheduled to be completed in A ugust. 





CNG Ferry Project to Apply for CMA Q Funds 


The Urban H arbors Institute of the U ni- 
versity of M assachusetts- Boston, together 
with GANA, Inc., is leading efforts to 
secure federal funding for the CNG Pas 
senger Ferry Initiative, a comprehensive 
plan to introduce compressed natural gas 
as a fuel for passenger ferry transit operat- 


ing of emissions to confirm the impact of 
the program, and other costs. A II passen- 
ger ferry operators would have equal 
access to the program. 


U nder a 12-ferry scenario, the U rban 
H arbors Institute predicts a combined 
reduction of NOx and HC in excess of 





ingin Boston H ar- 
bor. 


The Initiative isa 
four-year imple- 
mentation plan 
whose benefits 
include regional air 
quality improve- 
ments and promo- 
tion of CNG use 


The federal funding being sought would 
be Congestion M itigation/A ir Quality 
(CMAQ) program funds. It is proposed 
that $10 million in CMAQ funds be allo- 
cated towards the costs of the fueling 
facility, conversion of ferry engine and 
fuel systems, outreach services including 
training and public education, monitor- 





Passenger ferry service in Boston Harbor 
beyond ferries through the introduction 
of an intermodal CNG fueling facility. 


5,000 tons annu- 
ally. The reduc- 
tion in pollutants 
costs less than 
$2,500 per ton, 
compared with 
$8,000 to $12,000 
per ton under a 


sit bus program. 


Keyspan Energy Delivery has sponsored 
the Institute’s proposal and pledged to 
provide financial and human resources 
for creating CNG infrastructure. Poten- 
tial sites fora CNG fueling facility are 
being investigated on the South Boston 
and East Boston sides of the Inner H ar- 
bor. Further information may be obtained 
by calling Jack Wiggin at (617) 287- 
5570. 


Bike-Tour Company Begins Third Season 


Boston Bike T ours and Rentals, a busi- 
ness that provides both bicycle rentals 
and guided bicycle tours of Boston and 
Cambridge, began its third season in 
April. The company offers four-to-eight- 
mile narrated tours around downtown 
Boston, Beacon Hill, 
Charlestown, H arvard 
Square, Kenmore, and the 
Back Bay. T hese tours, 
which originate on the 
Boston Common between the visitor 
information center and Park Street Sta- 
tion, operate daily and take two hours to 
complete. 


Longer tours featuring a location of inter- 
est to tourists, such as the Emerald N eck- 
lace or the JFK Library, are available on 
Sundays. T hese “feature tours” typically 
take approximately three and a half hours 
to complete, including time allotted for 
lunch, and cover a distance of 12 to 17 
miles. 


BOS 
BIKE TOURS 


In addition to offering recreational tours, 
Boston Bike T ours and Rentals promotes 
the use of bicycles as a viable alternative 
transportation mode by offering a service 
in which people who are not entirely 
comfortable with bicycling in city traffic 
are accompanied by a 
P o N guide as they bike to 
their destination. The 
company also provides 
free delivery and pickup 
at a hotel or workplace for rental cus- 
tomers. A Il tour and rental customers are 
provided with a helmet, lock, map, and 
bottled water as well as a Raleigh Cruiser 
bicycle. The company offers tours and 
rentals from A pril through O ctober. 


M ore information on tour destinations, 
reservations, and costs may be obtained 
by visiting www.BostonBikeT ours.com or 
by contacting owner Lyall Croft at either 
(617) 308-5902 or lyall@BostonBike- 
Tours.com. 


typical CNG tran- 


Artery Report Issued b y 
Environmental O versight 


Committee 


The Central A rtery Environmental 
Oversight Committee (EOC) has issued 
its ninth annual progress report on the 
Central A rtery/T unnel Project’s environ- 
mental commitments. The report covers 
the status of key land use, transit, air 
quality, and traffic management commit- 
ments and of efforts to mitigate construc- 
tion impacts. It is intended to be a snap- 
shot of the progress that has been made 
and ongoing issues to be addressed. 


The EOC serves as an independent infor- 
mation resource on these subjects. The 
EOC also holds public meetings at which 
commitment issues can be discussed with 
project representatives and other public 
officials. T hese meetings are opportuni- 
ties for all parties to come to the table to 
air concerns and to generate new ideas or 
a better understanding of problems to be 
resolved. 


Copies of the report may be obtained by 
contacting Anne Fanton, EOC executive 
director, at (617) 720-1150 or 
anfanton@earthlink.net and providing a 
mailing address and a daytime telephone 
number. 


New Worcester- Chicago 
Air Passenger Service 


American Eagle Airlines announced on 
March 26 that it will start nonstop serv- 
ice between W orcester Regional A iport 
and Chicago's O'Hare A irport on July 1. 
The new service, which is the only direct 
service provided between the two cities, 
will consist of two daily round-trip flights 
with 37-seat Ebraer-135 regional jets. 


At O'Hare, passengers can connect to 
over 500 daily flights to 107 destinations 
on American Airlines. The importance 
of O'Hare asa national and international 
hub gives the new A merican Eagle flights 
great potential to attract passengers 


Mi Chicago service cont. on p.4 





MEETING CALENDAR 


The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month. 


AT THE STATE T RANSPOR TATION 
Buitpinc , 10 Park PLaza, BosToN 


Thursday, M ay 3 
Boston MPO Sub-Signator y 
Committee 
CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 
Second Floor 


10:30 a.m. 


Boston MPO Environmental 

Justice Ad Hoc C ommittee 
Conference Room 4 
Second Floor 


2:00 p.m. 


W ednesday, M ay 9 
Joint Regional Transportation 
Committee (JRTC) 


Conference C enter 
Second Floor 


3:00 p.m. 


Thursday, M ay 17 
Boston MPO Sub-Signator y 
Committee 
CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 
Second Floor 


11:00 a.m. 


Boston MPO Environmental 

Justice A d Hoc Committee 
Conference Room 4 
Second Floor 


W ednesday, M ay 23 
Access A dvisory C ommittee 
to the MBTA (AACT) 
Conference Room 2/3 
Second Floor 


Thursday, M ay 31 
Boston MPO Sub-Signator y 
Committee W ork Session on 
the Transportation Plan 
CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150 
Second Floor 


2:00 p.m. 


1:00 p.m. 


10:00 a.m. 


At OTHER Boston -A REA LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, M ay 1 
Boston MPO Local TIP 
Subcommittee 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth A venue, N ewton 


Friday, M ay 4 
MOVE Massachusetts 
Water Transportation: T he W ave 
of the Futur e 
MintzLevin Conference C enter 
One Financial Center, 38th Floor 
Dewey Square, Boston 


Monday, M ay 14 
Boston MPO Election 
Candidates N ight 
Waltham High School 
Cannon Lecture H all 
617 Lexington Street, Waltham 


Tuesday, May 15 
MassH ighway Public H earing: 
Proposed Rehabilitation of Main 
Street Bridge over Sudbury River 
in Framingham 
Framingham T own Hall 
Memorial Building Public H earing Room 
150 Concord Sreeet, Framingham 


MassH ighway Public H earing: 

A ssabet River Rail T rail Project 

in Marlborough and H udson 
Marlborough City H all 
Memorial Hall 
140 Main Street, Marlborough 


Tuesday, M ay 22 

MassH ighway Public H earing: 
Proposed Replacement of Bridge 
Street Bridge on Route 109 over 
the C harles River 

Dedham T own Hall 

Lower Conference Room 

26 Bryant Street, Dedham 


Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. 
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 


site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings. 


Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


2:00 p.m. 


8:00 a.m. 


7:00 p.m. 


6:00 p.m. 


6:30 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 


Wi Chicago service cont. from p. 3 


throughout central M assachusetts and in 
areas west of Boston. 


Chicago is the second most populat desti- 
nation for W orcester-area air passengers, 
the majority of whom currently travel to 
Logan A irport for trips to Chicago. The 
option of direct service from W orcester 
will contribute to the reduction in 
dependence on Logan Airport. 


M assport took over operation of W orces- 
ter Regional Airport from the city of 

W orcester in January 2000. Since then, 
M assport has lured, in addition to A meri- 
can Eagle, Pan Am and DeltaASA to 
provide service to and from W orcester. 
Some of the other non-stop destinations 
accessible from W orcester include 
Orlando, N ew York, and Atlanta. 
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